
 
 

 

SOUTHERN RAG MAGAZINE HOLDINGS 
 
This index lists the print copies of Southern Rag held in the Folklore Library & Archive, with 
the contents of each volume. Southern Rag was a British specialist music magazine, started 
in 1979 before being renamed as Folk Roots in 1985, and then becoming fRoots in 1998. It 
ceased publication in 2019. 
 
July – September 1979 
 
New Victory Band: The Interview 
A Dance. Dance notation for The Muffin Man’s Jig 
Borfolk. Cartoon 
Strutting and Fretting. Guitar maker Nigel Thornbory 
Playing the Bouzouki. Article by Bob Stewart 
Going to Work on an Egg. Article by group Curate’s Egg on their history and approach to folk 
club work 
Holly Tannen. Thoughts from the American dulcimer player 
Morris: 1. The Origins 
Morris: 2. May Day in Guildford 
Bill Boazman. The musical history of the songwriter and guitarist 
Oak Apple Day in Great Wishford 
Reviews 
The Clubs Talk. The Tradition Club, Newbury 
Ragbag. News 
The Southern Rag Check List. Song Clubs 
 
October – December 1979 
 
Dear Auntie Caroline. Letters page 
From the Devil to a Reader. Interview with Nic Jones 
The Morris in Surrey 
Writing Songs is Fun! 
Richard Cox-Smith. Profile of the ragtime guitarist 
5-String Banjo. Frailing – some kind of introduction 
Reviews 
The Clubs Talk.  
Ragbag. News 
Borfolk. Cartoon 
 
January – March 1980 
 
Dear Auntie Caroline. Letters page 
June Tabor. Interview 
Come Dancing. Article on different dance types 



 
 

 

Jo-Ann Kelly. Profile 
West Pier Serenade. Song music and lyrics 
Traditional Topics. Research 
Bass Guitar. How to play in the folk style 
Reviews 
The Clubs Talk 
Ragbag. News 
The Southern Rag Check List. Club information 
Borfolk. Cartoon 
 
April – June 1980 
 
Dear Auntie Caroline. Letters page 
Folk – “A Little Self Examination” 
Playing Old-time Fiddle. Advice from Pete Cooper 
Martyn Bradley and Warwick Downes. Profile 
Evelling – A Custom of Old Dunsfold 
Traditional Topics. The Chaddleworth Mumming Play 
Reviews 
The Clubs Talk 
Ragbag. News 
Borfolk. Cartoon 
 
July – September 1980 
 
Dear Auntie Caroline. Letters page 
Taffy Thomas. Interview 
Learn to Play Melodeon! 
Tundra 
Traditional Topics 
Come Dancing. Social dance 
Reviews 
The Clubs Talk 
Ragbag. News 
Borfolk. Cartoon 
 
October – December 1980 
 
Dear Auntie Caroline. Letters page 
The Conference. Progress report 
Wizz Jones. Interview 
Basic Bottleneck. Tips on acoustic bottleneck guitar playing 
Come Dancing. Step dancing 
Not Just A Pretty Case! Instrument cases 



 
 

 

Traditional Topics 
Reviews 
The Clubs Talk 
Ragbag. News 
Borfolk. Cartoon 
 
January – March 1981 
 
Dear Auntie Caroline. Letters page 
The Bellamy Style. Interview with Elmer P. Bleaty 
Come Dancing. The Morris 
Hammered Dulcimer. An introduction to playing 
Miles Wootton 
Traditional Topics 
Burns Night 
Reviews 
The Clubs Talk 
Ragbag. News 
Borfolk. Cartoon 
 
October – December 1981 
 
Dear Auntie Caroline. Letters page 
A Conversation Between Songwriters. Peter Bond talks to Paul Metsers 
Traditional Topics. George Spicer obituary. The Elstead Wassail 
Come Dancing. Social dance 
Minstrels’ Gallery. An interview with the hosts of the Radio Brighton show 
Remember the Fifth of November 
Bones and Bodhrans for Beginners 
Faces from the Festivals, Summer ’81. Photo gallery 
Reviews 
The Clubs Talk 
Ragbag. News 
Borfolk. Cartoon 
 
January – March 1982 
 
Dear Auntie Caroline. Letters page 
Prior Commitments. Interview with Maddy Prior and Rick Kemp 
Come Dancing. Open Morris 
Perform. About the organisation 
Traditional Topics 
Bob Walton 
First Catch Your Concertina. Playing the English concertina 



 
 

 

Reviews 
The Clubs Talk 
Borfolk. Cartoon 
 
April – June 1982 
 
Dear Auntie Caroline. Letters page 
Sounding Off. Offensiveness in folk music 
Simpson Speaks. Interview with Martin Simpson 
Come Dancing. Filming Step Dancers 
The Sobell Mando-Cello 
The E.F.D.S.S. Page 
Traditional Topics. The English Fiddle. Southern revivals of old customs.  
Songs in Surrey 
Reviews 
Ragbag. News 
The Press Gang. What the folk papers say 
Borfolk. Cartoon 
 
July – September 1982 
 
Dear Auntie Caroline. Letters page 
Sounding Off. Folk clubs 
Ashley Hutchings. Interview 
Come Dancing. Social dance 
Traditional Topics. Folklore and customs. Fiddles. Folk song 
The Press Gang. What the folk papers say. 
The Not the Finger in the Ear Show 
Reviews 
Rag Bag. News 
Borfolk. Cartoon 
 
October – December 1982 
 
Dear Auntie Caroline. Letters page 
Sounding Off. The Liverpool folk scene 
A Parcel of Rogues. Profile 
Andrew Cronshaw. Interview 
Rag Topics. Pseudo dance traditions. The Triangle. Stage tapes. Fiddles. Bandoneon and 
Chemnitzer concertinas. Traditional events 
Southern Festival Scene 1982. Photo gallery 
Reviews 
The Press Gang. What the folk papers say 
Rag Bag. News 



 
 

 

Borfolk. Cartoon 
 
April – June 1983 
 
Dear Auntie Caroline. Letters page 
Sounding Off. English National Folk Dance Company 
Andy Irvine. Interview 
English Country Music 
Heart of the Hearts. Discussion with Mick Hanly 
Rag Topics. The story behind the ballad ‘To Fulwood Barracks’. Morris dancing. The Tango. 
Treacle mines.  
Reviews 
The Press Gang. What the folk papers say 
Rag Bag. News 
Borfolk. Cartoon 
 
July – September 1983 
 
Dear Auntie Caroline. Letters page 
John Kirkpatrick. Interview 
Sounding Off. Trends in the folk revival 
Human Wainwrights. A discussion with Loudon Wainwright III 
The Press Gang. What the folk papers say 
Rag Topics. Anglo concertina. Muddy Waters. Making records. Copyright 
Reviews 
Rag Bag. News 
Borfolk. Cartoon 
 
October – December 1983 
 
Come Write Me Down. Letters page 
Carry On Up The Nile. Hunting the lost morris dance of Egypt 
There Be Giants. The Graund Order of Guisers 
A Thin Slice of Gaughan. Interview with Dick Gaughan 
Hurdy Play the Gurdy. About the Hurdy Gurdy 
Who’d Be A Mummer in ’83? 
A Phoenix Called De Danann 
The Press Gang. What the folk papers say 
Reviews 
Borfolk. Cartoon 
Sounding Off. The Campbell Family 
Rag Bag. News 
 
January – March 1984 



 
 

 

 
Come Write Me Down. Letters page 
Grilled Home Servant. Interview with Bill Caddick 
Q&A 
The Chapel Hillbillies. Ed Peabody on Touchstone 
Collecting in Appalachia. Collecting folk songs 
The Press Gang. What the folk papers say 
Derbyshire Gumbo! Profile of band R. Cajun 
English Folk Revival. The Early Years 1957 – 1961 
Another Parcel of Rogues. Rogue Morris 
Reviews 
Franglais, Folks! Folk songs in Franglais 
Borfolk. Cartoon 
Rag Bag. News 
 
April – June 1984 
 
Come Write Me Down. Letters page 
Family Business. Interview with the Copper family 
Sounding Off. Standards of folk organisation 
English Folk Revival. The Boom Years 1962 – 1967 
Alexis Korner. A tribute 
Dance Tunes Revisited 
The Press Gang. What the folk papers say 
Pursuing Poguemahone. Profile of the band 
Reviews 
Borfolk. Cartoon 
Rag Bag. News 
 
July – September 1984 
 
Come Write Me Down. Letters page 
Sounding Off. Tunnel vision in folk 
Digance’s Directions. Profile on Richard Digance 
Q&A 
Yodellers in Heaven. Legendary cowgirls of yesteryear 
Champions of Molly. Seven Champions Molly Dancers 
Scan Tester in Perspective.  
Turn Your Radio On. Survey of folk music on local radio 
Investigating the Marimbula 
Temporarily Like Trubshaw. Profile of Trubshaw’s Hawaiians 
The Press Gang. What the folk papers say 
Borfolk. Cartoon 
Reviews 



 
 

 

Rag Bag. News 
 
October – December 1984 
 
Come Write Me Down. Letters page 
Sounding Off. The state of folk/rock 
The Platinum Bard. Interview with Al Stewart 
A Webb’s Delight. Profile of Peta Webb 
The Drone’s Club. Bagpipes 
The Press Gang. What the folk papers say 
The Moving Boot Taps. The Pogues 
The Skiffle Intelligentsia.  
House to House Collection. Folk song collecting in Dorset 
The Best of the Rest? Reviews of Malcolm’s Interview and The Keeper’s Gate Band 
Q&A 
Borfolk. Cartoon 
Reviews 
Rag Bag. News 
 
January – March 1985 
 
Come Write Me Down. Letters page 
Blowzabella 
Sounding Off. Putting positives back into folk 
New Bands for Old. The English Country Music Revival 
Underneath the Arch-Top. Stefan Sobell’s guitars 
The Brothers Clancy. Interview with the Clancy Brothers 
The Press Gang. What the folk papers say 
Much of Moore. Interview with Christy Moore 
Borfolk. Cartoon 
Reviews 
Rag Bag. News 
 
April – June 1985 
 
Come Write Me Down. Letters page 
Carthy’s Commitment. Interview with Martin Carthy 
Sounding Off. Experiences at a Brittany folk festival 
The Eldon Days. Profile of Jim Eldon 
Bohemian Melodeons 
The Visiting Arts. Artists touring Britain from abroad 
The Press Gang. What the folk papers say 
A Sudden Bragg. Interview with Billy Bragg 
Borfolk. Cartoon 



 
 

 

Reviews 
Rag Bag. News 
 
 


